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HEALTH

As Americans Age,
COPD Rates Increase

NewsUSA

(NU) - Chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, otherwise
known as COPD, is now the third
leading cause of death globally —
one out of every four men and
one of every six women who live
to be 95 years old will develop
COPD.

COPD describes many condi-
tions that obstruct airflow in and
out of the lungs. Research shows
that patients with COPD are at in-
creased risk of cardiovascular
disease, diabetes and hyperten-
sion. In fact, according to find-
ings reported in the October-2008
issue of the European Respirato-
ry Journal, more than half of the
patients who have COPD will
also develop cardiovascular dis-
ease, diabetes or hypertension.

In the U.S., doctors have di-
agnosed COPD in more than 32
million patients. Most of those
patients require oxygen therapy.
But oxygen therapy machines can
be difficult for patients to oper-
ate. Some companies are devel-
oping devices to make oxygen
therapy easier and more effective.
For example, medical device
manufacturer Ingen has devel-
oped the Oxyview, a gauge that
tells patients when their equip-
ment malfunctions.

Dr. Rozenbaum, a leading sci-
entist and the Board Member of
several recognized national
COPD organizations and founder
of COPD Alert, calls the device a
“greatidea.” “This very small and
simple-to-operate, yet very accu-
rate gauging device provides a
high measure of security to pa-
tients, who can quickly be alert-
ed to malfunctioning equipment
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As Americans live longer,
more patients will require oxy-
gen therapy as a result of
chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease.

and take the necessary steps to
correct the situation or immedi-
ately contact their oxygen
provider.” Oxyview is sold with
a life-time warranty, and is the
only device of its kind in the res-
piratory market today.

Adds Dr. Rozenbaum, “I
know of many patients who con-
sider Oxyview a very important
part of their oxygen therapy.”

As medical technologies ad-
vance and extend the average
lifespan, more patients will de-
velop COPD. According to an
analysis from the National Cen-
ter for Health Statistics of the
Centers for Disease Control,
Americans born in 2004 will
reach an average lifespan of 77.9
years, with women living longer
than men. Currently, COPD is the
fifth leading cause of death in the
U.S.

For more information, visit
www.ingen-tech.com.
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